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Appendix 1: Summary of Noun and Verb Systems 

I THE NOUN SYSTEM 



Noun Classes 

Nouns can be divided into several groups or 'classes', which are distinguished 
by their prefixes. These classes are numbered according to the system used in all 
studies of Bantu languages. The class of each Mundani noun with its 
corresponding plural is shown in the lexicon, for example aba "iguana" belongs to 
class 7 and its plural form eba to class 8. This is indicated by (n 7/8) after the 
noun. Some nouns have alternative plural forms which belong to a different class, 
eg. adza pi edza, tedzatsa (n 718,13) "space, gap". 

Here is a list of noun classes with their prefixes, and examples: 



Plural 
class 2a: be- 
betat "fathers" 

bel^ "chiefs" 

class 2b: ba- 

banyl "animals" 

ban| "birds" 

class 6a: me- or ma- 



Singular 
class la: no prefix 
tat "father" 
f5 "chier 


class lb: a- 

any^ 

an{ 


"animal" 
"bird" 


class 3: e- 

eka'a 

ept 


"lamp" 
"sacrifice" 


class 5: e- 

ebao 

eghi 


"kolanut" 
"eye" 


class 5: e- 

ekyyne 

ewen 


"hill" 
"market" 


class 7: a- 

aka 

aben 


"foot, leg" 
"dance" 



meka'a 


"lamps" 


mept 


"sacrifices" 


meleb 


"water" 


mam boa 


"fear" 


class 6: a- 




abag 


"kolanuts" 


aghf 


''iQycs'" 


class 13: te- 


and suffix -tsa 


tekyynetsa 


"hills" 


tewentsa 


"markets" 


class 8: e- 




eka 


"feet, legs" 


eben 


"dances" 
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class 9: no prefix, m- or n- class 10: no prefix, m- or n- 

and suffix -tsa 
dz3 "goat" dzatsa "goats" 

mb? "man" mb^tsa "men" 

class 19: ke- class 13: te- and suffix -tsa 

kembf "rib" temb^tsa "ribs" 

kele "story" teletsa "stories" 

The form of some words varies because the prefix or initial consonant changes 
according to the class of the noun ihey qualify. These words are entered in the 
lexicon under their class 1 forms: 



beso'a (interrog) 


"how many?" 


we (poss.2sg) 


"your" 


via (dem) 


"that" 


weko (pro) 


"some of, some' 


wa (poss.lpl) 


"our" 


w| (poss.lpl) 


"your" 


waa (defn) 


"this" 


wDb (possJpl) 


"their" 


waa (interrog) 


"where?" 


wu (dcm) 


"the" 



Numerals 1-9 also carry a prefix which agrees with the class of the noun (see 
Appendix 2). These words are entered in the lexicon under their citation forms, 
eg. in5', be, tat. 

The form of some other words varies because they carry a genitive marker 
according to the class of noun they qualify. These words are entered in the 
lexicon as listed in the left-hand column below. To the right are given examples of 
their possible form, as the prefix changes according lo the class of noun. 

dz3 tegame "all the goats" 

adzi' ako "a certain place" 

aft' angaa "that time" 

aby anf "big eggs" 



Noun classes l/2b consist of diminutives prefixed by a- in the singular and ba- 
in the plural, eg. ato' pi bato' "small calabash". With very few exceptions, these 
nouns exist in non-diminutive forms in other classes. However, diminutives cannot 
be formed from all nouns, therefore nouns in classes l/2b are entered individually 
in the lexicon, along with a reference to the noun from which they are derived 
(unless the latter is close to the diminutive in the body of the lexicon). For 
example under aba' "small bush", there is a reference "sec: eba' ". 



game "all, every" 


eg. (n 10) 


ko "certain, some, other" 


eg. (n 7) 


ngaa "that, those" 


eg- (n 7) 


nt "big" 


eg. (n 6) 


Diminutives in classes l/2b 
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Verbal nouns in class 6a 

In class 6a there are, two types of nouns derived from verbs. The first type has 
the following structure: 

ma- + m- or n- + verb root + (verbal extension) + -a 

carrying 

high tone 
eg. mankpaHa "thinking, planning, calculation" 

The second type is formed as follows: 

me- + m- or n- + verb root + (verbal extension) + (verbal suffix) 
eg. menkpa'te "thinking, planning, calculation" 

The first type of process can be applied to any verb. The resulting verbal 
nouns can only normally be used in certain positions in the sentence. Therefore, 
only a few of these nouns have been included in the lexicon; they are either very 
common ones, eg. mamboa "fear", or have developed a specialised meaning, eg. 
manga'a "development" from egha^a "to open". 

The second type of process can only be applied to a limited number of verbs, 
but it yields a larger number of common nouns that are not restricted to certain 
positions in the sentence. These nouns arc entered individually in the lexicon. 

Reference is made under each entry to the verb from which the noun is 
derived. 

Abstract nouns in classes 7/8 

Classes 7/8 include a large number of abstract nouns whose meanings are 
primarily adjectival, 

eg. ababte pi ebabte "greed, covetousness" 

ababta wot or wot ababte "a greedy person" 
(lit: "greed of person" or "person of greed") 

The meanings of these Mundani words are given in the noun form in English 
wherever possible, as they are nouns and not adjectives. However, where it is 
difficult to find a suitable English noun or noun phrase, the definition takes the 
form of an adjective, eg. ant5'te pi ent5'te, "old, worn out, torn, spoiled". 
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II THE VERB SYSTEM 



Tenses 

Past Before Yesterday: 



Past Today: 



ta le bene 
ta li mben 

ta ght mben 
ta 15' mben 
ta li mben 



'he danced (some time 
before yesterday)" 

'*hc danced (earlier today)" 



General Past: 

(and Past Yesterday) 

General Future: 



Future Today: 

Future Tomorrow: 
Future After Tomorrow: 



taa bene 



taa (e)bene 



taa (e)ght (e)bene 
taa (e)15'D (e)bene 

taa (e)sa'a (e)bene 

taa (e)li (e)bene 



"he danced (at some 
unspecified time in the 
past)" 

"he will dance (at some 
unspecified time in the 
future)" 

"he will dance (later today)* 

"he will dance (tomorrow)" 

"he will dance (some time 
after tomorrow)" 



Notes: 

1 The verb ebene ("to dance") is used to illustrate the tense system. Verbs 

belonging to different classes carry different tones. 

2 Brackets around the prefix e- indicate that the vowel is not heard in rapid 

speech. 
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Aspects 



There follows a list of aspects with the present tense of the verb ebene "to 
dance". 



Present Perfective: 
Present Imperfective: 



ta ben (unmarked) "he has dan^L J 
taa mbena 



Present Continuous: 
Present Progressive: 



i) "he is dancing'' 

ii) "he dances (habitually)" 

"he is dancing" 

"the child is dancing" 



taa wua mbena 
w^ wu naa mbena 

(Note: It is not natural to say taa naa mbena) 

The Verbal Extension -t- 

The verbal extension -t- can occur with many verbs. It is realised as -k- after 
the consonant o- 

Its main functions are as follows: 

1 It pluraliscs: 

a) the subject of the clause, eg. epfa "to die (one person or 

animal)" 
Bd b99 benantsi fq nya' wu ta pfa la. "They have seized the widows of 
the former chief who has died." 

epfa'te "to die (several people or 

animals)" 
A kt abewab ndy, ho dzi mpfd'te. "You look for some poison for giant 
rat-moles, they eat it and die." 



b) the object of the clause, eg. etsia "to place in an upright 

position (one thing)" 
Ta le tsia ndoQ yu asi, e ka pfa. "She put the cup down on the ground 

and it did not break." 

etsite "to place in an upright 

position (several things)" 
B5 le tsite eliinga bu ab^ ndo'te melebe mbtg. "They placed the buckets 
outside to catch the rain-water." 
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c) the action expressed eg. eteme "to shoot (once)" 

by the verb, 

Ta Ic teme na' yu nc ewet vi nig nki'i apfa. "He shot the porcupine with 
his gun and brought it to the compound." 

etemte "to shoot (several times)" 

Bo gha adzi'a eva iu me temte mewet, ta me bente. "As they went to the 
death celebration and were firing guns, he was trembling." 

Sometimes more than one clement may be pluralised, such as the object and 
the action, as in: 

es5 "to remove one item from a container" 

eg. Ta SD zi ne nyi abeme ba'. "He pulled his cutlass out of its sheath." 

esDnke "to remove several items from a container, 
one at a lime" 
eg. B5 to le ni mbe to, es5nke eght bu abem la. "His children took his 
big bag and removed the things from inside one at a time." 

2 It functions as a diminutive, making smaller the action expressed by the verb, 
as in: 

egh^ne "to walk, to travel" 

egh^te "to lake a stroll or short walk" 

etsoo "to be angry" 

eg. B^ bu le wua ntsoa ne tat wab baka i)a awDb ekab. "The children 
were angry, saying that their father had not given them any money." 

etsoote "to be irritable" 
eg. Taa nda'a ntsoota tsoote ngu ne enyit to aa kabao* "He speaks 
irritably because his health is poor." 
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The pluralising and diminutive functions sometimes combine, so that the action is 
both repeated and comparatively slight, as in: 

etene "to push, to shift" 

eg. Tene atf wu ntsa, ta tseke agbet. *Tush that chair over so that he can 
sit on it." 

etente "to push or shift a h'llle at a time" 

eg. Bt nya'a me tente ato nta nga nkf't, kaa baa ge'e ato. "Shift him a 
little at a time and bring him here, well carry him." 

3 It changes the verb from transitive (ic. the action is done to another person or 
object) to intransitive (where the action is not done to another person or object), 

eg. en5i)e (vl) "to put something down on its side" 

en5nke (vi) "to lie down" 

or from intransitive to transitive, 

eg. ely (vi) "to be hot" 

elyyte (vt) "to heat, to re-heat, to boil" 

Note: In the lexicon, verbs with the verbal extension -t- have reference made to 
those verbs from which they are derived, eg. under the entry for eiyyte, there is a 
note, "see: ely". 
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